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to consider of the propriety of a Petition 
for Peace. 

"Br comparing the loaf of mfdem war 
with the loaf of peace, we shall come at 
the true cause of the wretched state of the 
poor of this kingdom. With your permis- 
sion, gentlemen, we will try the loaves in 
the balance : the loaf of modern war will 
be found sadly wanting. Behold, gentle- 
men, the loaf of war and the loaf of peace; 
in my right hand, see the n.t;MP penny- 
loaf of Peace, of 1791 and 1792, the aver- 
age weight, nine ounces fourteen drachms ; 
in my left hand the consumption starwting of 
jiineteen years of war, weighing little more 
than THREE ov^czSi— {Great sentaiitn and 
applause.) I am enabled to show you, 
pevertheless, that even in my own time, 
and in long protracted wars, the comforts 
of the poor have been preserved; for dur- 
ing the wars of the late reign, and the 
first war of George the Third, namely, 
from 1735 to 17fi7, a period of 32 years, 
the quartern loaf averaged only 5fd., and 
the average weight of the penny wheaten 
loaf during the same period, was twelve 
ounces eleven drachms. In the second year 
of his reign, 1761, a year of war, the 
quartern loaf was sold fur 4^d., and th« 
penny wheaten loaf weighed fifteen ounces 
»even drachms. Here indeed was cause for 
jubilee. In 1779, the fifth year of the 
American war, the loaf was only 5^d.,and 
the penny loaf weighed thirteen ounces 
one drachm. But, mark ! at these periods 
1 have mentioned, that offspring of war, 
an uncontrolled paper currency, was un- 
known, the bank had not then attained a 
sovereign power, and taxation pressed 
very lightly on the people. From 1 78.S to 

1792, a,period of ten years almost uninter- 
rupted peace, the loaf averaged 6jd„ ^d 
the penny loaf weighed ten ounces. In 

1793, the first year of the war with 
France, the loaf was 7:Jd. and the penny 



loaf weighed nine ounces four drachms ; in 
1 795, the third year of the War, the lorf 
advanced to 12 Jd. and the penny loaf was 
five ounces ten drachms; during some week* 
the loaf was at lid. We have seen the loaf 
advanced to 15d. or l«d. and the penny 
loaf weighing little more than three ounces. 
The War has taught us that cheapness of 
articles and moderate prices are no where 
now to be found, except in the poor 
man's labour, in the iagenious arts of oar 
women and children, in the workshop of 
the mechanic and artizan. In 1786, a year 
of Peace, and the first of the Commercial 
Treaty with France, when we exchanged 
the industry, the manufactures of this 
town and neighbourhood, for the corn, the 
wine, and not unfrequently for the silver 
coin of that kingdom, grain averaged per 
bushel, wheat 4s. lOjd. barley 3s Of d oats 
2s. 3d. In 1793, the first year of war, 
wheat 6s. Id. barley 3s. lid. oats 2s. 75d. 
In 1799, the seventh year of the war, wheat 
8s. 5d. barley 4s. 5|d. oats 3s. 5d. The 
average price during five years of peace 
inmieiiiately preceding the war, was, wheat 
58. 10>d. barley 3s. oats 2s. 2d. I have 
stated in the seventh year of the war, 
in 1799, wheat rose to 8s. 5d. The 
stoppage of the Bank of England in 1797, 
the gradual disappearance of gold, and the 
consolidation of the paper system, with aa 
accumulating taxation and public debt, 
now began to unfold their melancholy ef- 
fects, a rapid advance uf all kinds of food 
since that period has been the consequence."' 



Number of patients at the Infirmary of the 
County of Antrim, in the town of Lis- 
burn, from 26'th of December, 1*11, 
to 5th January, 1813, 

Interns, $4 

of whom IS remain in the house. 

Eiterns, „ BSS 

Ditto, (for advice only,). I7« 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

From Iht 20ti January to tie 20ti February, 1813, 
The weatlier, which was moderate for the greater part of last month, changed a- 
bout the beginning of the present, to wet and stormy, and has interrupted the progres* 
of the farmer in plougliing, except in very light and dry soils. All the strong'clay 
lands will require a considerable time of dry weather to make them fit for tillage; and 
the prospect of an early seed time seems more remote than it was a month ago. 

The oat crops that were sown in autumn continue to look well : the openness of the 
weather during the winter has been favourable to them ; and if they succeed equal t* 
their present appearance, we may expect a great proportion Of the oats will be sow« 
■eit season before winter. 



176 Commercial Report. [Feb, 

The wheat in general looks well; even the latest sown, having reeeived no check from 
Mvere frosts, is ?oming forward as well as could be expected. 

The use of iron ploughs is becoming more general every day ; many black-smiths are 
constantly employed in their manufacture, and we may expect to see the wooden ones 
entirely laid aside in a few years. It is in the contemplation of some farmers to make 
their harrows also of iron ; and if the plan of making cart-wheels of the same metal suc- 
ceed, as it has been proposed, we may very shortly have all the implements of hu»- 
bandjry made at the forge, and feel the scarcity of timber less than we now do. 

Very little alteration on the prices of grain has taken place since last report. Oat- 
fneal and potatoes continue to sell at nearly the same prices they have brought iot several 
v«ek8 past. 



COMMERCIAL REPQRT. 

The good effects expected fi^m the ports of the Baltic being open to British shipping, 
liave not yet been realized, owing to the season; whether even, when the progress of 
the year will remove the present restrictions, it remains to be seen, if traSe and ma- 
nufactures will be as much bettered, as sanguine speculators expected. On every fresh 
prospect of revival, speculation is alert, but the disappointments of late have been so 
frequent, that many are learning more caution. It at present appears to be the policy 
of Bonaparte to permit British manufactures, and colonial produce, to enter France, 
through the system of licences to neutrals. He hopes to recruit his finances by the duties 
on them, and that Germany may be supplied through France, in preference to their re- 
ceiving these articles through the Northern ports. An outcry is raised in England against 
permitting the trade of French licences, and endeavours are used to persuade Government 
to refuse to lend their sanction to them. The entire system of licences is bad, and in 
many respects highly dishonourable, as conniving at fraud and perjury, so closely im- 
plicated in the manner in which they are conducted, but iu the present state of commer- 
cial warfare, in which sound principles are completely overturned,it remains to be a ques- 
tion, whether Britahi does not reap as many advantages from emptying the overwaded 
warehouses, and giving additional room to further enterprize, as France receives by 
bringing the duties arising from them into the treasury. War is an unnatural state, and 
produces a train of anomalies. Peace alone can restore social order, and the true mo- 
rality and philosophy of commerce. 

The exchange is now said to have turned in favour of England, on the continent. 
If this course continue, some little gold and silver, both in coin and bullion, may be 
brought back; but when the immense Jbreign military expenditure is considered, the 
effects cannot be great. Tlie guineas and dollars which went in so large quantities, may, 
for a short time, flow back in small streams, but the trifling effect will soon be lost in 
themultitudeof counteracting causes, and never, while the war continues, and the ex- 
penditure is so great, both on the continent and in the payment of the interest on the 
debt at home, can we expect to see a restoration of metallic money to any considerable 
extent. A fre-ih coinage of silver is promised to England, and, if possible, to be e:?- 
tended to Ireland, in the course of the ensuing summer. There may thus be ia tempo- 
rary relief, but coin, at whatever rate it is issued, will disappear, as guineas, shillings, 
and tenpennies have done, whenever, in the rapid progress of depreciation, the 
paper declines still more in its relative value. Guineas have lately fallen with us, and the 
buyers of this article decline at present to give more than 2s. per guinea. This depres. 
aion of the premium can only be expected to be temporary. 

Complaints have appeared in some of the public papers, in the course of this month, 
«f the conduct of some banks refusing to discount Belfast and Dublin paper, unless 
English bills, at a much higher rate of exchange than the currency of the day, were 
taken. This conduct is certainly unfair, and is a poor subterfuge to avoid the charge of 
usury. By such measures being generally practised, much loss would be sustained, and 
Itiankers would have an undue power in regulating the course of exchange. By gene- 
rally refuting discoui^ts, and allowing little money to come into the inarket, exchange 



